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A message from the President;  

 

T he end of the current committee’s term in office has approached, and it is time to elect a 

new one. With limited committee members this past year, we have still managed to attain 

some goals...and we are very proud to be able to say that.  

U3A has enough members for a new committee to be formed  easily, so please, let ’s all band 

together so we can all be proud of something we have, but most of all, be proud of Melton U3A.  

 

Just a reminder to all members to please read their newsletters as they contain information 

relevant to the happenings and comings events of U3A. A few people have complained they 

haven’t received  the  obligatory 21 days notice of the Annual General Meeting.  

In the July newsletter there was a  full page OFFICIAL NOTICE  of the upcoming AGM so in actual 

fact it ’s been well over 28 days notice. The committee cannot be responsible for people who do 

not read their newsletters...the committee does the hard work, the rest is up to you.  
Nomination forms are available in Room 1 on the table under the white board. 
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 PLEASE READ THIS VERY IMPORTANT MESSAGE  

I  t  is important for members to be aware, if we do not acquire a full compliment of committee 

members at the upcoming AGM, U3A will be forced to close it ’s doors permanently.  

The current committee implores you to give some time, support and commitment to prevent 

this from occurring, as it ’s in the interests of us all, to each take our turn at keeping it running  

successfully.  Life is all about give and take.  

 After the achievement of recently celebrating our 19th birthday,  it would be a terrible shame 

to see the end of our U3A after all the work by previous committee members over those past 

nineteen years, who generously gave a very short amount of their time for twelve months. 

That ’s all we are asking;  a few hours each month for twelve months….not much is it?  

Think of all the happy hours we have all spent at U3A and it does serve us all a purpose.  

 

Without a committee we will be at a critical stage.  

 
I’d sincerely like to thank the current committee members, Gaye, Norman, Nola and Ros for their 

support and loyalty during the past year. Also Marian Sidwell and Helga Biezen for their time and 

input earlier on in the piece.  Carolyn H.  - President. 
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New Groups for Term 4 
 
                Open Craft Group: 
 

W e have an exciting new group 
commencing in Term 4, that being 

an Open Craft Group . 
This will replace the current Jewellery 

group but if anyone wants to continue 

making jewellery they are welcome to 

continue with it. 

Members are invited to bring along from 

home any piece of work they have going at 

the time, whether it be knitting, crochet, 

needlecraft, sewing, jewelry making, 

scrapbooking, absolutely any type of crafty 

activity. 

This informal type of group also 

encourages chatter and friendliness and 

helping  each other learn a new craft if that is 

what they choose to do. 

So get your friends and family together and 

come and join this group and share a laugh, a 

cuppa and great camaraderie. 

Term 4...Tuesday pm. 1-4pm 

 

      Absolute Basics Computer Group:  
 

T his group will encompass the absolute 

basics of computing.  

Consisting of where to find the buttons to 

turn the computer on, the keyboard, the 

mouse, opening a blank page to write a letter, 

a recipe etc, how to save the document, how 

to change a font, the size, the colour. 

Numerous other things learnt in basic 

computing.  

This group will go ahead for a term of 5 to 6 

weeks if there is enough interest by 

members; a list is on the board in Room 1 for 

you to register your interest.  

Term 4... Time and day to be decided 

definitely.   
 

                  Current fee structure: 
 

A  reminder that the current annual 
membership fee is $30.  

 
New members joining from 1st July 
are required to pay $15.  
 
  

                   Trading Table: 

 

T he Trading Table is up and running in 
a fashion but we need items to sell.  

We have books remaining from the Book 
Sale which are now on the table for 
purchase at a reduced price. 
Clean, usable and saleable items are 
required to keep this table operational and 
viable.  
 
                       Book Sale: 

T he book sale was a very disappointing 
affair attendance wise, but the takings from 
sales were  a surprise, certainly more than 
expected. 
Thank you to Nola and those who attended 
and donated books. 
 

       
           U3A Website 
 
Our Curriculum Coordinator Gaye, spends 

time and effort on regularly updating our 

website.  

It is full of news, all sorts of helpful and useful  

information so it can be very beneficial to all 

members if they care to have a look and 

explore.  

If you’re unable to use a computer but know 

someone who can, ask them to show you the 

website.  Type in:  www.u3amelton.com 
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The following are actual reports from some of 

the group Leaders. You may be interested to 

read what other members  are doing. 
 
Painting (Watercolour and Drawing, Oils 

& Acrylics) 
Two art groups are run each Wednesday, with 
watercolour painting in the mornings and oils 
and acrylic in the afternoon. Our average 
attendance recently has been 7 at each session. 
Both groups enjoy the social atmosphere that 
prevails as well as appreciating the guidance they 
receive in class. 
     Last year a combined exhibition of both 
groups’ works was held at a joint gathering. This 
together with the light refreshments supplied 
proved to be very popular with all. Another 
exhibition will be held this year. Several of our 
planned activities coming up include a visit to the 
National Galley of Victoria on a weekend to view 
the current European Masters exhibition. 
     A series of group lessons and practical 
exercises have been initiated to broaden each 
class’s horizons and allow them to experience 
different styles of painting. Once we begin to get 
some warm weather we plan to hold on outdoor 
class for both groups .This should further expand 
everyone’s outlook. 
John Birmingham & Gaye Boltong 

 
Reading for Pleasure 

 
The group of seven members continues to roll 
along very happily, sharing our interest in 
reading, passing opinions about the text and 
generally having fun. 
     This term we have focused on the work of 
Charles Dickens, his busy life, many novels and 
most importantly, the many social comments he 
expressed in his books concerning great social 
evils that existed at that time. 
All members share a chosen book with the group 
– still a popular practice and we even have a 
touch of Shakespeare thrown in for good 
measure!  Suggestions have been made to  
include a ‘Book Club” format ie. all members 
reading the same novel and meeting once a 

month to express their opinions of the work 
according to their preferences. Any participants 
would be required to purchase a copy of the 
chosen book and this expense will need some 
consideration. Also a leader willing to share a 
couple of hours once a month with this group is 
invited to come forward. 
     Watching films based on popular books was 
also discussed. So far the very small screen 
available in our rooms seemed to discourage 
that suggestion. Perhaps a new ‘Big Screen’ TV 
may be the answer!. 
Noel Clarke 
 
                        Scrabble 
A small but dedicated group of 4-5 Scrabblers 
play every week. With a lot of friendly banter, 
support and enjoyment, this group faces the 
challenges presented at every move. 
Occasionally, these Scrabblers will resort to 
using a scrabble dictionary to challenge their 
opponents on obscure words that have been 
used in play! Great fun indeed ! 
Ann Wright  
 

Australian History  
 
There are 11 members registered for this group 
but numbers vary from week to week for 
various reasons.  Many have been in this group 
for 9 years. It is an informal (and often 
hysterical) gathering of like minded people 
happy to share memories and information of 
what is discussed for that day. 
This term we are looking at a reprint of “1864 
Cooking & Home Economics” and research on 
the years spanning1860-65 which has been 
compiled by me. This relates to the happenings 
of that era as a background and an adjunct to 
the Burke & Wills Expedition from the start to 
their funeral parade, other aspects and trivia of 
that time, types of housing, what Melbourne 
looked like, fashion trends and how all this fits 
in with the cookbook! All members attend 
regularly and are most reliable participants.  
Relevant class notes are printed and supplied to 
each member. 
Carolyn MacGavin 
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Toilet Door Lock  

 
Some members are having trouble locking the 

toilet door after use.  
The key is only necessary to unlock it.  

 
Before you shut the door after you, press the 

button on the inside of the handle and pull the 
door. 

 
 

 
               Jewellery Making 
 
The jewelry class has gone really well with all 
the ladies learning to make some really nice 
pieces for themselves and their families. 
I have had a great time teaching them all and 
watching them learn so quickly. 
Making jewelry with beads is fairly easy, all you 
need is some beads and an imagination. 
Keep up the good work ladies, and thank you for 
allowing me to be your teacher. 
Jan White 
 

 
       
    Happy Birthday  & Best Wishes  
  to  members celebrating their birthday  
                         in August 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hi to all those Creative Writer’s out 
there,  
 
I am writing to ask if you are 
interested in helping to build a fun 

new group.   
The group would  
w e l c o m e  a n y 
interested members, 
whether old hands or 
nervous novices.  
If this is something 
that interests you 
please drop me a 

line, through the letter  slot in the 
office door.  
 
Please leave your name, telephone 
number and the day and time that 
would suit you (a 1st and 2nd choice 
would be great.  
I look forward to hearing from you 
all.  
Nola Camilleri  
Temporary Group Leader.  

 
 

      To any member 

who is not feeling well, we 

wish you a speedy 

 recovery 

and hope you’ll 

Don't take life   too seriously. 
You'll never get out of it alive.    


